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Curriculum Policy 

Rationale 

The curriculum at The Avenue School Special Needs Academy takes account of the 
differing abilities and experiences of our pupils and will provide an education 
appropriate to individual needs. It will give pupils the opportunity to develop and 
learn within a supportive atmosphere and foster positive attitudes to learning that 
lead to success and achievement.  

The curriculum at The Avenue School Special Needs Academy will promote the 
spiritual, moral, social, cultural development of our pupils. It will also foster pupils’ 
personal and physical development. The curriculum consists of The International 
Primary Curriculum (IPC), The Primary Framework for Literacy and Mathematics, The 
Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum, The Sensory Curriculum, PSHE, RE as well as 
Entry Level and ASDAN and AQA accredited qualifications at KS4 and KS5. Literacy 
and Maths are at the heart of the curriculum and focus on equipping pupils with 
functional basic skills for life. PSHE is seen as a core subject for our pupils and is 
interwoven into all aspects of school life. It includes informal tangents such break 
times, lunch times, toileting and transitions. Performing Arts, extra-curricular activities 
as well as community inclusion also form an important part of the curriculum. 
Education is a lifelong process and developing pupils’ key skills and confidence will 
enable them to continue to access learning opportunities and maximise their 
independence skills.   

 

Purpose 

 The Avenue School Special Needs Academy will:- 

• offer a broad and balanced curriculum at a level appropriate to pupil 
attainment 

• set challenging, achievable targets for individual pupils 



	   	  

• provide creative and imaginative activities and tasks 
• ensure continuity and progression 
• develop effective communication skills, making full use of PECS, signing, body 

signs and communication aids where relevant 
• develop IT skills in order to engage pupils in the advancing world of 

technology e.g.iPad use 
• support the development of independence skills and healthy living skills 
• encourage pupils to cope better with change 
• encourage the tolerance of opinions and beliefs and reflect the multicultural 

nature of society  
• develop self confidence and skills towards independent living 
• encourage a caring, respectful attitude towards each other in the diverse 

community 
• help pupils develop lively enquiring minds 
• enable access for all pupils 

Procedures 

Class teachers/class leads are responsible for 

• termly planning 
• differentiation to meet individual needs of pupils 
• using a range of multisensory teaching and learning strategies, 

techniques and resources 
• creating a stimulating and effective learning environment 
• producing Individual Education Plans 
• maintaining an up-to-date Working Wall 
• using Performing Arts ladders 
• attending training as appropriate 
• liaising with professionals e.g. OT, SALT and physiotherapists to ensure 

individual therapy programmes are embedded into classroom practice  
• assessment for learning 

 

The Foundation Stage 

The curriculum that we teach in the Early Years meets the requirements set out in 
the revised Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Curriculum and the guidance 
produced in 2007 and updated in 2012. The IPC (EY) is used to support the 
development of a skills-based, thematic approach to learning.  Our school 
supports the principle that young children learn through play both indoors and 
outdoors and by engaging in spontaneous play as well as in structured 
experiences. If pupils at KS1/KS2 are working within the lower P levels, with 
emotional and social abilities significantly below average, the EYFS can be 
continued as a more appropriate basis for a suitable curriculum for these pupils.  



	   	  

 

Post-16 

Across the ability range, pupils in our post-16 provision work towards the ASDAN 
Personal Progress Award. Equally, all pupils have access to The International 
Primary Curriculum (IPC). The role of the IPC varies depending on the needs of 
the pupils. The curriculum we provide for our post-16 pupils with PMLD continues 
to incorporate a strong thematic element, with objectives drawn from the 
Sensory Curriculum where appropriate. In contrast, our post-16 pupils with 
SLD/ASD use the IPC primarily as a tool for continued inclusion, especially 
through topic-based entry and exit points with other secondary classes. These 
pupils also participate in the AQA Unit Award Scheme, an accreditation scheme 
which recognises their learning of functional life skills such as food preparation, 
shopping, cleaning and managing personal hygiene. In addition, our post-16 
curriculum includes business and enterprise-related learning opportunities which 
are aimed to enable pupils to experience and/or gain skills relevant for the world 
of work.   

 

Subjects 

Literacy: 

Literacy is a priority subject. Whilst spontaneous and structured Literacy learning 
happens across the curriculum daily, a discreet Literacy lesson is taught four 
times a week.  

Speaking and Listening/Communication 

Developing pupils’ speaking and listening / communication is central to school 
and the wider community. Pupils are taught to communicate effectively in a 
variety of situations to enable meaningful interaction with others. We recognise 
that communication skills are a powerful tool for the development of learning 
across the whole curriculum. When communicating with pupils, adults are 
encouraged to use ‘total body communication’ to promote understanding. This 
involves using not only spoken words but also appropriate body language, tone 
and volume of voice, symbols and signs. 

 

Reading 

Pupils are encouraged to read to an adult daily (at least a minimum of four 
times a week). Whilst for pupils will Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties 
reading focuses on the sensory exploration of a story and its meaning, pupils with 
Autism and/or Severe Learning Difficulties (SLD) are taught to recognise, blend 
and segment sounds to develop their ability to access words and texts. 



	   	  

Teaching phonics is integral, however, we recognise that individuals with Autism 
frequently learn to read by sight. As a result, the teaching of reading skills is 
highly individualised. The programmes currently used for teaching phonics 
include Jolly Phonics (EYFS) and ReadWriteInc (KS1+). The school library stocks a 
range of books to promote pupils’ reading, especially The Oxford Reading Tree, 
Song Birds and Project X. There is also a symbol-based reading scheme 
available. When reading, pupils use the ‘Reading Target Cards’ to identify their 
‘next steps’ with an adult. An adult will record progress in each pupil’s Home-
School Reading Record.  

 

Mark-making/Writing 

Mark-making and writing are taught as a means of expression both for personal 
use and communicating with others. Creativity and functionality are 
encouraged in our mark-making/writing curriculum. ‘Writing readiness’ is 
promoted through postural warm-up as well as fine motor exercises. These are a 
key feature in the ‘Handwriting Without Tears’ approach, used in a number 
classes. 

 

Maths 

The aim of Maths at The Avenue School is to encourage pupils to work with 
confidence and understanding, developing their ability to work with 
commitment and enjoyment in using and applying Maths both independently 
and co-operatively, in a range of practical settings. Maths is delivered using The 
National Curriculum (adapted framework) but is integrated in all areas of the 
curriculum so that learning opportunities can be presented in varied and 
exciting ways. Whilst teaching covers all aspects of Maths teaching, emphasis is 
on skills which carry a heavy life skills element: number, counting, time and 
money. 

 

PSHE 

PSHE is central to the development of our pupils. We aim to help pupils learn to 
recognise their own worth, work well with others and become increasingly 
independent in their own learning. PSHE includes aspects of the school day such 
as break times, lunch times, dressing, toileting and transitions. It includes Sex and 
Relationships education, learning about growing up as well as ‘careers at every 
level’. 

 

Performing Arts  



	   	  

We specialise in Performing Arts and strongly believe that through Dance, Music 
and Drama our pupils can enhance their learning across the curriculum as well 
as gain self confidence and improve their social skills. In addition to cross-
curricular Performing Arts learning, each pupils participates in a discrete 
Dance/Music/Drama session weekly.  

 

Physical Development 

As part of Physical Development, children of all abilities have an opportunity to 
develop their physical competence in varied and challenging settings. Physical 
Development opportunities take place not only in timetabled PE lessons but also 
during daily Actei / core skills sessions, outdoor play and walks in the local 
community, in the sensory garden and soft play as well as the swimming pool / 
the splash pool. Pupils with physical disabilities participate in the MOVE 
(Movement Opportunities via Education) programme which enables them to 
work towards a specific goal relevant to their lives and aspirations. We recognise 
that Physical Development opportunities provide the potential for the 
development of self confidence and self esteem, awareness of tolerance, 
fairness and concern for others as well as the necessary skills to manage 
competitive and cooperative situations. We aim to promote the enjoyment of 
exercise, health and fitness and encourage pupils to adopt a healthy, active life 
style.  

 

Science 

Science is taught as part of The IPC and means exploring, discovering, 
investigating and understanding the world around us. A multi-sensory approach 
is used to ensure all pupils can access the learning.  

 

Art and Design/Technology (D/T) 

Art is taught as part of the IPC so it supports the learning of cross-curricular 
topics. Art (like mark-making) is a fulfilling and enjoyable tool, through which 
pupils can gain skills and understanding of ideas and feelings of themselves, their 
community and the world. Our pupils use sensory art to contribute to their 
immediate and wider school environment by decorating learning spaces. They 
have opportunities to work with artists, for example on mural painting.  D/T is 
taught as part of the IPC but also through weekly Cooking / Food Technology 
sessions (EYFS-KS5). Pupils learn about food preparation, food safety and 
hygiene. 

 



	   	  

Humanities 

History and Geography are taught as part of the IPC and aim to develop pupils’ 
sense of time, an awareness of change as well as an appreciation for the world 
they live in. Exploration of personal history and the local area are integral to 
making Humanities accessible to our pupils.  

 

RE (including Collective Worship) 

Our pupils represent many different faiths. RE is taught, primarily, through the 
celebration of special events and occasions in different religions. These include 
Christmas, Eid, Divali and Easter. Where possible, parents are involved in 
planning and delivering our special celebrations which are multi-sensory in their 
nature and include food, fashion, music and art.  Collective Worship takes place 
daily in each class. This can take the form of reflection, a discussion, a song or a 
prayer. Once a week, each class attends an assembly. Assemblies offer an 
opportunity for inclusive learning as well as SMSC. An assembly will always 
include an element of Collective Worship.    

 

ICT 

ICT is not taught discretely but instead, it is used as a motivating learning tool 
across the curriculum. Facilities include height-adjustable Smartboards, iPads, 
laptops, switches as well as a range of light/sound equipment in the sensory 
room. 

International/MFL 

We hold an ‘International Schools Award’ and aim, through our curriculum, to 
bring the world to our pupils. The IPC contains a strong aspect of ‘International’ 
learning. In addition, Performing Arts themes feature significant opportunities to 
learn about different countries, for example, a Chinese Dragon Dance and Zulu 
chanting. We are also twinned with The Sunshine School in St Vincent and The 
Grenadines. Whilst Modern Foreign Languages are not taught as a discrete 
subject, we celebrate the European Languages Day each September.   

 

Maarit Eben 
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